The Secret Admirer is: 


fun fact: this 
little guy has 
been in every 
single issue of 
the Admirer 
ever printed. 
That's almost 
1,000,000 
copies! 
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Libra- The moon early in the ~ 


 Aquarius- A rare OBO 
nity will present itself to you 
this week, and.it would be a 
lamentable mistake to put 
off taldag, qsentae while 
Ou can. Put down the beer, 
urn off the computer, and 
chase it. 


Pisces- It seems that you 
would do well to make a big 
career choice this week, be 
it quitting-and moving on 
or throwing your heart into 
your work. Whatever your 
choice, get out of purgatory. 


Aries- You rise to the chal- 
ar that life hands you 
with style and good humor. 
For your reward this week, 
expect an inexplicable rise 
in mood. Also, he/she is to- 
tally into you. Believe in love 
again. 


Taurus- It looks like a prob- 
lem or project will assail you 
this week that may not be 
fully resolved until early next 
year, when Saturn moves on 
and tong bothering you. Be 
strong. It will resolve in your 
avor. 


Gemini- The moon applies to 
your romantic relationships 
this week, meaning that 
current energy will change 
or new energy will become 
manifest. Soend some time 
alone on Thursday. 


Cancer- A small health relat- 
ed problem may begin this 
week, and you should be at- 
tentive to your body in order 
to effect a speedy resolution. 
Eat well and be active when 
you can. 


Leo-This week will provide 
you with a hurricane of new 
adventure, complete with 
a spiritual calm eye in your 
heart. Laugh with the wind 
and meet any challenges 
with the half lidded grin of a 
gargoyle. 


Virgo- Beware of seemingly 
easy new.ways to make 
mene this week. Your star 
attracts risk everywhere but 
in your home this week, and 
especially with finances. Be 
content with some house 
cleaning or a book. 


week is a springboard into 
new and exciting intellec- 
tual or creative territory. Be 
receptive to whim, and mar- 
shal your friends for an excit- 
ing new project. 


Scorpio- It’s an auspicious 
time for you to. reorganize 
your financial situation, and 
a big purchase or vacation 
may be in your means. Be 
confident. Money serves you, 
not the other way around. 


Sagittarius- The stars and 
planets line up with the 
moon to make Wednesday 
or Thursday potentially the 
luckiest day of the year for 
you. Have faith and all of cre- 
ation will roll at your feet. 


Capricorn- Your — spiritual 
stock is way up this week. 
Rewrite your personal holy 
books and trust inner voices. 
Speak with friends that have 
passed and listen to their ad- 
vice. Sail across the dark sky 
in a moon canoe. 
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turn to a wet damp night on the other 
side of thin library windows. It was 
Monday. He slowly walked his bike 
home. Dazed. A spray of January Dan- 
delions growing through cracks in his 
winter sidewalk heart. 


Tuesday morning found him back 
at the graphic design lab, shaky baby 
deer leggedly writing what he thought 
those kind strangers would like to see. 
Tuesday afternoon found him pedal- 
ing his bicycle around not only the 
downtown area, but the surrounding 
neighborhoods, confidently describ- 
ing his new paper to bars and coffee 
shops and asking if they’d like to car- 
ry it. Tuesday evening found him at a 
thrift store, where he purchased a set 
of used sheets and a funny tee shirt. 
Tuesday night saw him deposit sev- 
eral trash bags on the curb in front of 
his house. Wednesday morning found 
him for the first time in many moons 
without a gray hangover. And there, in 
the early days of 2010, The Secret Ad- 
mirer saved David Otter’s life. 


For 2 and a half years he produced 
it every Tuesday, reaching issue 124 
before finally leaving Athens. When he 
left it was in a van, with two friends and 
two cats. He arrived in Philadelphia 
without any money and began work- 
ing odd jobs, feeling optimistic in the 
big city. Things were going well. And 
then She died. David Otter’s favorite 
lady dropped dead of an aneurysm. It 
was a jolt that knocked him clear out 
of reality, and for the first time in years, 
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he drifted around, purposeless, whisky 
mouthed and surly eyed. Cut adrift, 
he fell into old habits. He fell into old 
moods and old versions of himself. 
And there, years later, a day rose that 
found him on a naked mattress sur- 
rounded by bottles and cans and jars 
of piss. And the Admirer came back to 
him, his loyal familiar, and slowly led 
him out of bed and to his computer. 
On a Tuesday in late April of 2013, 
Otter spread the blue seeds around 
Philadelphia, and it was difficult, and it 
was expensive. The fog continued, and 
he didn’t make a second issue. There is 
no issue 2 of the Philadelphia Admir- 
er. It took another volley of praising 
emails and texts from strangers. But 
they came. And issue 3 came. And that 
was almost 3 years ago. 


By now you've probably guessed 
that I'm that very David Otter. In a 
lifetime of almosts, disappointments, 
villainy, lies, broken promises and 
crushing lows, | can honestly say that 
the Secret Admirer is the only thing 
that I’ve ever actually done. I'm very 
proud of it, and | believe that it alone 
justifies my existence. It’s been a long 
adventure, and it has saved my life 
more times than | can count. All told 
this is roughly the 250th issue | think. 
Anyway, thank you for reading, thank 
you for coming to love the thing | do. 
| can say with moderate confidence 
that | will continue to make it in some 
form for all the remaining Tuesdays of 
my life. 

Have a terrific afternoon. 
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grasping blindly 
for your eyes 


Well Holy Shit! Guess what this is? 
This is the Secret Admirer that is on the 
shelf exactly 6 years after printing the 
first issue. So gather ‘round and |'ll tell 
y'all our origin story 


1100 a 


Twas brillig in the slithy toves and 
grave-faced January rose a weeping 
tombstone in 2010's loose soil. Athens, 
Georgia was locked in the slow indif- 
ference of an interminably gray winter. 
A young David Otter was lost in the 
throes of a particularly frumious de- 
pression, stumbling through a whisky 
fog of days that cost him his job, his 
friends, his love, and nearly the thin, 
sickly flame of his yellow-eyed life. 


Down to his final 9 dollars, with 
February rent looming ever larger, Ot- 
ter visited the local college’s graphic 
design lab with a borrowed password 
to make a periodical that was more or 
less a blatant ripoff of Coffee News (for 
which they later sued him, but that's 
another story for another day). With 6 
days left in January, Otter walked the 
rainy gray city streets in a thrift store 
button down shirt. Hunched beneath 
the broken crow ribs of a trashcan 
umbrella, with 8 dollars worth of cop- 
ies of the first Secret Admirer, he was 
able to convince 4 people to each buy 
a month of ad space. 


Callooh! Callay! His rent he paid and 
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whiskey he did drink. He set the ads in 
the flagship issue and printed enough 
copies to thinly coat the small down- 
town on Monday, February first, 2010. 
He sold several more ads that first 
week, and there, in the dark whispers 
of early February, holding more money 
in his hand than he'd had in one place 
for many months, a wicked thought 
began to gnaw at his medulla oblon- 
gata. 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


Looking around, all he could see 
were the smoldering ashes of bunt 
bridges, the hollow screams of young 
love lost, a dirty bedroom full of piss 
jars, beer cans and a naked, bloody 
mattress, endless fields of dead kudzu 
vines beneath an equally taciturn sky. 
Darkness everywhere but in his hand, 
where crackling green flames of poten- 
tial warmed him back to life. He went so 
far as to pack a bag and study the daily 
patterns of a freight train that slowed 
down for a corner near his house. He 
noted at what times the boxcars came 
thick, so that he could take his bicycle 
with him to some new adventure. 


With his bag on his back, he pedaled 
by the library one last time to check his 
email before pulling the darkest mag- |-~ 
ic trick of his career, and what did he 
find there? Like a chanting chorus ris- 
ing from Whoville, there in his mailbox 
were several warm letters from strang- 
ers in regards to the new periodical. 
There, after so long feeling an outcast Since 2000 “% 
and a villain, a sloppily done graffiti FIREHOUSE BICYCLES 
tag on the wall of the world, David Ot- no 
ter was stirred by a flickering whisper Baltimore ree WOLF CYCLES 
of love from people he would never 215-727-9692 © 4311 Lancaster Ave. 
meet. He sat there for a long time— 215-222-2171 
long enough for the muted gray day to Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes) 


and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. expires 4/1/16. 
continued on back www.firehousebicycles.com 


{J since 1932 


Would youl jike to laces an adi in n the, Se: 
cret Admirer? Well you can-it's 30-dol- 
k; 90 dollars for 4 
for 24 yeeksy 


lars for T\ 
and 450 dollaf 


dependents ownel and: brodieced in. 
Philadelphia, PA by’ college ‘dropott, 
and has been runnifg strong for.almost 
6 years. It comes Out @n Tuesdays and is 
in 250 spots across the city. All Admirer" 
locomotion is conducted: via bicycle,. 
and the Admirer¢ pamnces and aspires 
to promote equality and. acceptance, 
communicatio ad interpersonal har; 
many forall 603 -= 4766. 


STOLEN BIKE ALERT - forest green Trek with a 
rear rack, ulock holder, taken from around the 
500 block of Girard. Will buy back - no questions 
asked. Reward if found. 413 961-9135 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 
(267) 8584186 
Closed Mondays 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! : 


: Come to our great place to en- ¢ 
: Brea $ joy our foods and beverages! $ 
bs You will NOT be disappointed! 3 
: Cc A FE Nor will youleave hungry, 3: 


thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


Clark Park. 
little kid- (sledding) My ass hurts! 


13&Locust 
guy- (on phone) No, people aren't welcome in dog heaven. 


Waiting for the Bus 
(a freezing gust of wind comes through) 
gal- (shouting) Oooooh, that just violated my whole titty! 


Broad St 
gal- It's either metal shavings or glitter. Either way, | found it and it's going on 
my forehead. 


Dahlak 

gal- We're going to be snowed in all weekend. | live in an alley that doesn't ever 
get plowed. 

guy- Wanna fuck all weekend? 

gal- Sure. Jesus, there are gonna be so many babies born in 9 months. Every 
one's going to be pregnant through the summer. 


West Philly 

guy- Why are all of the Africans better at dressing for winter than the Americans? 
gal- Uhhh...| dunno, why? 

guy- No this isn't a joke, I'm being serious. 

gal- Oh. Well... | still don't know. 


Ray's Happy Birthday Bar 
guy- Sanders is definitely the only candidate that could make it through Willy 
Wonka's chocolate factory. That says a lot. 


El Bar 
(Life on Mars comes on the jukebox) 
guy- Who is this? | keep hearing this song everywhere. 


36 Trolley 
conductor- Now we approach the smallest... and some might say... the cutest 
station in the whole city: 19th St Station. 


Wow! So many overheards this week. Thanks for sending in the gold. It 
could be this long every week if we keep getting a bunch of submissions. 
Go ahead and add our number to your phone right now. You're bound to 
hear something funny this week. 
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PERIOD PALS 


is coming back! 


across 


1. Agitate 

5. Resort 

8. Rib giver 

12. Pleasant 

13. Someone who has been 
canonized 

15. Ach 

16. God of love 

17. After the eighth 

18. The immaterial part of a person 

19. Blessing 

22. Dispose 

23. Small boy 

24. Bag 

26. Clogged with river sediment 

29. Spirits 

31. Annual (abbrev.) 

32. Similar 

34. Ancient upright stone slab 


2. Rubber wheel 

3. Symbol 

4. Sell again 

5. Ketch 

6. Half a quart 

7. Against 

8. Donkey 

9. Usher 

10. Wild African sheep 
11. Mix together 

13. With a sneer 

14. Not these 

20. Information 

21. Grandmothers 
25. Make reference to 
26. Arrogant people 
27. Narrow-minded 
28. Personal journal 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 
Wendy Otter at cornfair mail.com 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer. We'll print when we have enough. 
Send in as many as you like. 


BECAUSE MENSTRUATION ISN'T TABOO! 


36. A Catholic tribunal 29. A magical spirit S|O|N|S BBA 
38. Stories 30. Greasy LAST P/L|O|T HP 
40. Heroic 31. Macaws IILltlAgoO 
41. Terminate before completion 33. Macaque oINIAIRIY Mac 
43. Downpours 35. Emergency Care Unit [s[s EIAIR 
45. An Australian flightless bird 37. Region lela el Sloly 
46. Drowsy 39. Trapping NITIZICS 

48. Diner 42. School semester WEEKS YRRAIBIAIS P 
50. Nobleman 44, Render senseless E A\C\E H 
51. Hurry on foot 47. Supplications G N/A|R|Y BA 
52. Needlefish 49. Decrees LIE/T/G|OMBMIO[L 
54. Pertaining to the healing arts 52. Fellow AICIH MII 

61. Historical periods 53. Operatic solo JAM SMMaAlFlclolR 

63. Brother of Moses 55. Valley SMwiall 

64. Inlet 56. Modern day Persia 

65. Three times three 57. Crooks = = : : = 


66. Jargon 58. See 

67. Work 59. Fifty-seven in Roman numerals 
68. Bye-bye 60. Sharp high-pitched cry 
69.NNNN 62. Ocean 


70. Hop 


Travia Tire 


1- Name the only bird that can fly backwards. 

2- In which city was Archduke Ferdinand killed? and, 

3- What event did this trigger? 

4- Which constellation is also. known as The 7 Sisters 

5- Name the first human-made satellite successfully put into orbit. 


take care 


